Introduced by Council Member Gaffney:
RESOLUTION 2011-69
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND HONORING THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BUFFALO SOLDIERS AND TROOPERS MOTORCYCLE CLUB WHO WILL CONVENE IN JACKSONVILLE JULY 27 – 31, 2011; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
African-American Cavalry Regiments that engaged and fought Native American tribes in the Far West were dubbed Buffalo Soldiers by the Native Americans’ legend  that the African-American cavalry troops were called “buffalo soldiers” because of their dark curly hair that resembled a buffalo coat; and

WHEREAS,
from 1866 when African-American regiments, the 9th Cavalry, 10th Cavalry, 24th Infantry, and 25th Infantry, constituted the Buffalo Soldiers, to 1944, these military troops fought with distinction in the Indian Wars in the Southwestern United States and the Great Plains regions; in the Spanish American War (including the Battle of San Juan Hill in Cuba) and the Philippine-American War in the 1890s; served as some of the nation’s first national park rangers during peacetime in the 1890s; and fought in the First and Second World Wars; and

WHEREAS,
though they often encountered racial prejudice from other members of the U.S. Army and from civilians in areas were the soldiers were stationed, the Buffalo Soldiers served with distinction and earned medals of honor for their valor; and
WHEREAS,
the Buffalo Soldiers Motorcycle Club – Jacksonville, is a part of the National Association of Buffalo Soldiers and Troopers Motorcycle Club, an organization that has over 95 chapters worldwide; and

WHEREAS,
with the motto, “We gather in Honor and We ride for Pride,” the mission of the Buffalo Soldiers Motorcycle Club – Jacksonville is to educate people on the significant role that the Buffalo Soldiers had in American history; and
WHEREAS,
the Buffalo Soldiers Motorcycle Club – Jacksonville is committed to serving the community by supporting causes such as One Church, One Child, The Wayman Academy, and Healthy Start, and by making appearances throughout the City, riding in parades and doing presentations and is hosting the National Association of Buffalo Soldiers and Troopers Motorcycle Club in Jacksonville July 27 – 31, 2011, and the City of Jacksonville eagerly awaits the opportunity to welcome this national organization whose name and mission honor and celebrate an important chapter in the history of the United States military; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville does hereby recognize and honor the Buffalo Soldiers Motorcycle Club of Jacksonville and eagerly awaits the opportunity to welcome its worldwide members who will convene in Jacksonville July 27 – 31, 2011.





Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman___________

Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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